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GORDON INQUIRY INTO RESPONSE BY GOVERNMENT AGENCIES TO COMPLAINTS OF FAMILY 
VIOLENCE AND CHILD ABUSE IN ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES 

295. Mr R.F. JOHNSON to the Premier:   
I refer the Premier to his statement in response to the Gordon Inquiry into Response by Government Agencies to 
Complaints of Family Violence and Child Abuse in Aboriginal Communities, part of which reads -  

. . . for its part the Government will move immediately to increase police and child protection resources, 
targeting localities where it is jointly agreed this is urgently required . . .  

(1) Is the Premier aware that despite being identified by the Gordon inquiry and, more recently, by the 
Attorney General, as a location at which child sexual abuse is rife, his Government has failed to deploy 
the two promised permanent child protection workers to Warburton 18 months after the inquiry’s 
report? 

(2) Is the Premier also aware that this Government will not complete or staff the new police post at 
Warburton by the end of this financial year, as promised in its response to the inquiry? 

(3) Will the Premier now admit that this Government has failed to follow through on its commitment to 
protecting children in remote Aboriginal communities? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
(1)-(3) It is good to get the question from the member, but is he the shadow minister?  Child protection and 

community services form a very important area in this State.  Is the member in the shadow Cabinet? 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  It is question time, Premier.   

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  He is not the spokesperson.  Fancy the Liberal Party asking us a question on child protection 
issues.  I remind the Liberal Party of what it did not do when it was in government and what we have done.   

Ms S.E. Walker:  We want to know what you are doing. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I will come to that.  I will answer the question in my own way.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  What about Warburton? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I will get to the Warburton issue. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order! 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  First, the Government is implementing the Gordon inquiry recommendations right around the 
State - I will come to the Warburton aspect in a minute.  Secondly, there is the new children and community 
services legislation.  Thirdly, there is a massive increase in the number of child protection workers.  Fourthly, 
despite opposition from the Liberal Party, we closed the Swan Valley Nyungah Community.  We liberated the 
people in that camp.  That is what we did for the welfare of women and children in our community.  Of course, 
the Northbridge curfew is producing real results for many young people who should not be there late at night or 
early in the morning.  Eight years of Liberal neglect has been turned around by a Labor Government.   

I understand that Warburton is a very difficult location for potential staff.  Positions have been advertised.  We 
are continuing to work on getting workers into that community.  It is not the result of a lack of will on the part of 
the Government that those positions have not been filled but a question of getting people to go to that location.  
If the member for Hillarys believes that he is on a winner by criticising my Government for the work it is putting 
in all around the State to improve the protection of young people through extra child protection workers and 
police officers, he is barking up the wrong tree.  We are quite happy to debate that issue, because we have the 
runs on the board.  We had to deal with the neglect that we inherited from the Liberals.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Nedlands to order for the first time.   
 


